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WELCOME BACK TO THE
REENTRY CAMPUS
PROGRAM!
We are so pleased to have you back with us
again for another edition of the Reentry
Campus Program’s quarterly newsletter! Here
in issue three we will ask you to stop and take a
break from this whirlwind of a summer with us,
and dive into what’s new and exciting in the
reentry scene in Rhode Island. Thanks again for
joining us, and enjoy!
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HIGHLIGHTS
The Reentry Campus Program has been asked by Brown University's Mass
Incarceration Lab to invite those in our community to participate in their
archiving project. The goal of the lab's ongoing archiving project, what they would
like to hear, and who they are looking to hear from, and more details can be found
on page 6
This past June, RCP successfully graduated 7 students from our program upon the
completion of their degrees, certificates, or trade programs! It was a beautiful
evening, one to remember. If you weren't able to make it to celebrate with us,
don't fret! See pages 10 - 15 to view some photos of the graduation ceremony.
We were ecstatic to invite Providence Journal reporter Katie Mulvaney into our
office recently to meet two of our students and get to know our work a little
better. The wonderful article she wrote is out now! Read a preview on page 5 and
find the full article on The Providence Journal's website.
We are looking for passionate individuals to expand our volunteer program! If
you're looking for a way to get more involved with the work we do, please fill out
our Volunteer Intake Form found under the 'About Us' tab on our website. We
would love to make great things happen together!
Don't forget about our merch store! We update it with new products and designs
all the time, so keep checking in through the link on our website!
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MESSAGE TO THE READER
Board of Directors
Lisa Holley (President)
Brenda Dan-Messier
(Vice Board Chair)
Robert Gessman

Working full-time during the day and part-time during the night to make
ends meet, I took on a full course load. In one and a half years I was able
to finish my BA degree in community development at Roger Williams
University with honors and I have not had to look back since. Today, I
have no worries about finding adequate paying employment. I feel fully
capable of showing up as my best self, fully prepared to meet almost any
job applicant requirements. And, I have a sense of what I like to call “True
Freedom,” the freedom of choices that having an education brings.

Stephanie M Cruz
Commander Tom
Verdi
Eileen Hayes
Heather Gaydos
Peter Slom
Mary Louise Joseph
Teresa Foley
Tarshire Battle
Cherie Cruz

On December 10th, 2009 I was released from prison in Baltimore,
Maryland where I had spent most of a 10-year sentence. I had all the
hope in the world that I could build a future brighter than the dark walls
of the penitentiary that is stained in my memory, but I also had a sense of
doubt caused by repeated failures and recidivism of my past. Just a few
years earlier, after President Barack Obama won the presidency, I
watched his speech from the rec room of my cell block. I stared at the TV
in amazement and awe at the fact that we had just elected a black
president. I felt for the first time in my life that I was an American in the
full sense of the word. I felt pride and ownership. I made a vow to myself
that upon release I would go back to school and, no matter what, would
finish my education.

I was fortunate to have a friend and mentor that helped me to get back
into school upon release. He stuck by my side and continued to push me.
He served as a powerful example of what can happen to a person who
was at one time caught up in the criminal justice system yet upon release
prevailed. In gratitude, I asked him, “What do I owe you?” He responded,
“Nothing; just make sure to pass that on to someone else.” One year later,
while presenting on stage at a Lumina conference, I was presented with
that opportunity. I met a conscientious, influential, and professional
woman, the Senior Vice-president of the Lumina Foundation, Danette
Howard, who pushed me on that path to giving back. This effort landed us
where we are now with the Reentry Campus Program (RCP), a nonprofit
that helps guide and support incarcerated individuals toward their
academic pursuits.
RCP’s design and growth are developed through the lens of personal
experience. We understand how important it is to make sure that those
most impacted are not only “at the table,” but also at the center of the
decision-making around programmatic design and structure. This is why
we made the decision to operate independently and in partnership with
an academic institution.
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MESSAGE TO THE READER
Many individuals end up in prison sometimes serving long sentences with nothing
but time on their hands. Once incarcerated they are hustled into prison yards with
the usual weight pits, handball and basketball courts. But for many, who are looking
to better themselves and not only get out of prison but put themselves in a better
position to be able stay out of prison, there is the education building and prison
libraries which are not only filled with books but with learning communities of
others who are trying to do the same. These are the individuals that spend
countless hours in their cell blocks and housing units reading, studying and
debating instead of playing cards or lifting weights. They spend hours, months,
years studying caselaw and writing briefs to overturn their sentence or the prison
sentences of others. They spend hours, weeks, years learning about their
addictions and the underlying issues that brought them there, taking trauma
informed classes, addiction studies, and reading psychology books comparing
readings to their years of personal lived experience. Other inmates spend countless
hours putting together business plans, researching best business practices along
with marketing and distribution ideas.
This is my personal experience which informed the creation and direction of the Reentry Campus Program. I
had spent years in prison studying developmental and abnormal psychology on my own, trying to
understand the circumstances that kept me cycling in and out of prison. This self-study allowed me to take
the CLEP test out of many courses needed for the psychology program that I applied to, greatly decreasing
the time it took to achieve my associate degree. It became clear that more education equals more freedom,
more freedom in the sense of freedom of choices. Once we as individuals find that sense of freedom, it's
only right for us to want that for someone else.
It is one of the most rewarding experience to watch both those who are incarcerated at the RI Adult
Correctional Institution (RI ACI) and those who are released from the ACI graduate with certificates,
associate and bachelor’s degrees and once released, obtain employment in careers that are directly related
to the goals they set while in prison. These individuals go on to obtain rewarding careers that impact
themselves and their families and communities. These successful individuals become advocates for those
who are coming after them. It is my firmest belief that the greatest weapon against criminal addictive
thinking is for those incarcerated to educate themselves so that when they have gotten out of prison, they
make it in society legitimately in a way that removes and challenges any self-doubt. Once that self-doubt is
removed all other barriers just become obstacles to be hurdled over and navigated through on the pathway
to freedom. When we have found that freedom within ourselves it is only right that we would want that for
someone else.
That is the compelling reason we have created this program guide, so that others might be inspired to
replicate this process in their own cities and states, so that other incarcerated and formerly incarcerated
men and women can also find that freedom through education.

Sincerely,
James Monteiro, RCP Founder and Director
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DID YOU SEE US IN THE
PROVIDENCE JOURNAL?
"Breaking The Bars:
'Reentry Campus' Gives RI
Prison Inmates A Path To A
Secure Future"
Written By Katie Mulvaney
Recently the Reentry Campus Program had the pleasure of getting
highlighted in the Providence Journal by writer Katie Mulvaney in a piece
titled: “Breaking The Bars: ‘Reentry Campus’ Gives RI Prison Inmates A
Path To A Secure Future.” While we do prefer to use the terms
‘incarcerated’ or ‘previously incarcerated’ instead of words like ‘inmate,’
‘ex-con,’ ‘felon,’ etc. to describe the population of people we work with in
an effort to remove stigma, this article is otherwise heartwarming and
perfect! Mulvaney sits down with two of our students, Jaylon and Vypatda
(or just V for short) to talk about their history of involvement with RCP and
how we have worked together to get them both to the awesome places
they are today. We are so proud of Jaylon and V, and even more proud of
the way they represented RCP and our community in this piece. So if you
haven’t already, be sure to seek it out and give it a read!

READ MORE ONLINE
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Has your life been transformed
by mass incarceration?
If so, then the Brown University Mass Incarceration
Lab wants to hear from you!

WHO:

Currently/formerly incarcerated people, those who
have worked in prisons or the reentry space, and those
whose communities have been significantly impacted
by mass incarceration.

WHAT:

Oral histories (interviews), art, or written work about
how your life have been affected by mass
incarceration.

WHERE:
WHEN:
WHY:

Submit by email at:
MassIncarceration@Brown.edu or mail
submissions to: The Mass Incarceration Lab, Box
#362, 11 S. Angell St, Providence, R.I. 02906

This is an ongoing project so submissions can be
sent in at any time however by the end of
September would be appreciated!

To create a comprehensive archive of mass
incarceration in the United States–centering and
preserving the stories of those individuals- like family
and community members- who have been impacted by
the criminal justice system.
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OPINION
criminals- and that they did. As a result,
this arrest-happy approach to the war on
drugs exponentially compounded on top of
the U.S.’ already increasing mass
incarceration problem.

The Crack Epidemic,
The Opioid Epidemic, &
Why We Haven't Properly
Tackled Either Yet.

So, if we look at the response to the opioid
epidemic we will see something similar,
right? … Well, not exactly. Compared to the
response to the crack epidemic, the
response to the opioid epidemic almost
couldn’t be more different. Families,
communities, law enforcement, and
political leaders alike have joined forces in
recent years to save those in the throws of
opioids. Community-wide participation in
preventative programs, addict resources,
and harm-reduction PSAs can be found
with ease in response to the opioid
epidemic because it is regarded as a public
health crisis- as it should be, and as the
crack epidemic should have been as well.

By Abigail Lucy Terry, Data & Communications Manager

President George H. W. Bush dedicated
his first ever address from the oval office
to announcing his $45 billion dollar recommitment to the war on drugs. On
center stage was crack, as well as
physically in his hands as a rather theatrical
prop. President Bush’s prop can be traced
back to an 18 year old high school senior
named Keith Jackson during a DEA sting
operation at Lafayette Park- a tourist and
Secret Service-ridden area steps away
from the White House- just a few days
before this highly anticipated speech about
drugs. But who sells drugs in front of the
White House? What are the chances of
DEA agents making this arrest right before
this highly anticipated speech in a park
where the U.S. Park Police reported there
had never been a crack arrest before? To
even the uninformed, the details of this
scenario raised suspicions.
Sure enough, a few weeks after President
Bush's speech, a discovery piece with

evidence- still available to view online
today- was published on the front
page of the Washington Post. This
front page story exposes that the
sting involving Keith Jackson was in
fact a setup, a setup that would go on
to ruin the poor boy’s life. Even
though this became a scandal for the
Bush administration- with a mocking
Saturday Night Live sketch made
about the situation and all- to this
day, there has been no formal
apology and no honest clarification
about the origins of the chain of
commands that led to this special
drug buy set up for the speech (2).
This tragic tale perfectly encapsulates
public opinion held about drugsparticularly crack- at this time, which
was that the U.S. must “arrest it’s way
out” of the problem. The public’s and
policy makers’ response to the crack
epidemic was to treat users as

One of the many and perhaps one of the
most obvious reasons why these public
health crises were treated so differently is
that crack addiction disproportionately
impacted black and latino communities,
and there was a good deal of violence
associated with the crack epidemic.
However, it is important to note that this
excess of violence was not committed by
those addicted to crack, but rather by the
warring groups and crews selling crack,
feuding over territory to push their
product. Comparatively, for many, the
opioid epidemic began in the safest place
we can think of: a doctor's office. In the
blink of an eye, pharmaceutical companies
have doctors across the country wrapped
around their finger thanks to their overtly
aggressive- and unfortunately successfulmarketing push of opioids like Oxycontin.
Additionally, opioid addiction
disproportionately impacts those of the
caucasian race even bleeding into the most
rural of communities, a sign that many
experts recognize as a red flag of severity.
Race impacts the government’s responses
to these public health crises because in this
case- and in all cases if we want to be
honest with ourselves- policy makers have
an easier time identifying and empathizing
with individuals they have more in common
with. Seeing as the vast majority of our
federally elected representatives have
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OPINION

The Crack Epidemic,
The Opioid Epidemic, &
Why We Haven't Properly
Tackled Either Yet.
By Abigail Lucy Terry, Data & Communications Manager
been white since this country’s inception, the fact that they would be more
sympathetic or understanding of the struggles of white people living in rural
America, comes as no surprise.
Additionally, the fact that the recent opioid “boom” can be traced back to the overprescription of legally protected substances (like oxycodone, oxycontin,
hydrocodone, codeine, and morphine) certainly adds a layer of complexity. The
illegal nature of crack immediately criminalizes anyone who comes into contact
with it, adding insult to injury for those burdened with addiction. The illegality of
the drug created the space for underground markets to emerge, and where there
are underground, unregulated markets, there will be violence and senseless harm.
So even though the violence associated with crack is less the fault of the
communities impacted most by the epidemic, and much more so the fault of the
federal prohibition of drugs itself, it has still been much easier for the average
person to be sympathetic to the plight of those impacted by opioids versus crack.
This reality makes it even more curious that we have not done more to punish
those responsible at “big pharma” companies and amend our healthcare system to
better meet the needs of all battling addiction. The progress of lawsuits that place
some responsibility for the opioid epidemic in the laps of companies, like the
undeniably guilty Perdue Pharma, indicates some steps in the right direction but
these steps are not nearly enough. Perhaps the majority of law makers' sympathy
lies with those impacted by the opioid epidemic versus the crack epidemic because
many of our elected representatives accept millions and millions of dollars a year in
campaign donations from big pharma companies (information readily available
across the internet.) They accept this money with an unspoken promise of
championing legislation that protects big pharma’s ability to continue to prioritize
profit over people. Perhaps this one-sided sympathy and these legislative priorities
are further supported by the additional millions some elected officials accept in
contributions from those in the private prison sector. Those in this sector will pay
out the nose to protect their biggest cash cow- the incarceration of any and all
victims of the war on drugs. Perhaps there's more outright sympathy for opioid
addicts from law makers because they see the immense pain addicts and their
families are in and they know more Americans have died from this crisis than in
many major wars, but because of these aforementioned unspoken promises, they
have no intention of ever acting on the remedy as that threatens the big bucks
from donors that they want to keep more than they want to tangibly help their
constituents.
Perhaps there’s less sympathy for the crack epidemic because federal legislators
know it was their decision making failures that not only created this unrivaled
failure known as the war on drugs, but aggravated it to this monumental degree,

so the lack of sympathy is stemming from
the avoidance of confronting this policy
mistake. Our international allies like the
Netherlands, Portugal, and Switzerland
have taken a more informed approach to
addiction and illicit drugs by actually
decriminalizing them as a method of
opening up opportunities to properly tend
to the needs of addicts as individuals with a
medical problem instead of immediately
labeling them criminals, locking them out of
any meaningful rehabilitation. Our
international allies that have taken a
chance with this nuanced, researchinformed approach have been pleasantly
surprised with its successes in decreasing
drug related illnesses and deaths; (1) with
some countries like Portugal even boasting
a decrease in In addition to the benefits for
addicts, studies from around the world
have shown that widespread
decriminalization greatly eases the burden
on police resources (4) which trickles down
to ease the financial burden on the
taxpayer.
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“Decriminalisation lea
ds to improved
social outcomes, as cri
minal justice
system costs come do
wn, and as the
prospects of those de
tected with
drugs look up, for exam
ple in terms of
employment and their
relationships
with significant others.
Positive
results have also been
reported with
regard to recovery an
d recidivism.”
- ‘Decriminalisation
of Drug Use and Po
ssession
in Australia’ 2016, UN
SW Australia (3)
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OPINION

The Crack Epidemic, The Opioid
Epidemic, & Why We Haven't Properly
Tackled Either Yet.
By Abigail Lucy Terry, Data & Communications Manager
Even with all their differences, the crack and opioid epidemics both highlight the monumental failure of the war on drugs as well as
the inability of the American healthcare system to meet the needs of its people. Those in recovery, families of those in recovery,
those who have lost loved ones and allies alike must avoid the urge to play the game of: “Who suffered more?”
For suffering is not a competition and can only possibly be made worse by mistaking it for one. Giving in to this very human
reaction does nothing to solve the problems at hand but only further divides us, which is arguably the desire of those who seek to
financially benefit from seeing these broken systems stay the same. To all those who have lost their lives to addiction we owe this
legal advocacy, inner reflection and emotional self-discipline to see this problem through. This includes not only those who are no
longer on this earth with us, but people like 18 year old high school senior Keith Jackson who metaphorically lost his life to the war
on drugs, and all of the millions of Americans like him and their families.

SOURCES:
1) Unaids.org. “Decriminalization Works, but Too Few Countries Are Taking the Bold Step.” UNAIDS, United Nations, 3 Mar. 2020, www.unaids.org
2) The Uncertain Hour, Marketplace. “30 Years Ago, George H.W. Bush Held up a Bag of Crack on Live TV. Where'd He Get It?” WHYY on NPR, PBS, 26 Mar.
2019,
3) Hughes, C., Ritter, A., Chalmers, J., Lancaster, K., Barratt, M. & Moxham-Hall, V. (2016). "Decriminalisation of drug use and possession in Australia – A
briefing note." Sydney: Drug Policy Modelling Program, NDARC, UNSW Australia.
4) Shanahan M, Hughes C & McSweeney T 2017. "Police diversion for cannabis offences: Assessing outcomes and cost-effectiveness. Trends & issues in crime
and criminal justice" no. 532. Canberra: Australian Institute of Criminology.
5) United Kingdom Home Office. “Drugs: International Comparators.” GOV.UK, United Kingdom, Oct. 2014.

Looking to Learn More?
Try this: ‘Empire of Pain: The Secret History of the
Sackler Dynasty’ by Patrick R. Keefe
This book details the history of the Sackler family who owns Purdue Pharmathe company who makes Oxycontin- and the countless lawsuits they’ve been
at the center of and their efforts to avoid taking real responsibility for their role
in fueling the opioid crisis. These events culminated in a rather frustrating
recent court settlement decision so pick up this book to get all the history.
(They also just so happen to be Rhode Island natives!)
“Put simply, this book will make your blood boil.”
- John Carreyrou, New York Times Review
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CONGRATS TO OUR
SPRING 2021
GRADUATES!
Friday June 25th we honored our inaugural RCP graduating class
with our first annual graduation ceremony. It was a heartfelt,
emotional evening of speeches and celebration that was a long time
coming for our students. In case you were not able to make it to
see for yourself, enjoy these photos!
Photo credits: Connor Lenihan
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REENTRY CAMPUS STUDENT
HUB OFFICE HOURS
The entra
nce
across fro
m
the UHau
l on
Pine Stree
t!

The front
desk you w
ill
see when
you
first walk
in!

DATES:
Monday - Friday
TIMES:
9:00am - 5:00pm
LOCATION:
500 Broad St, Unit 1C,
Providence, RI, 02907

Study Center and PLA Testing office hours begin
in May! Case managers will be standing by to
assist with college prep, registration, applying
for FAFSA, stabilization, and registration.
We are proud to offer students access to our
new computer lab for individuals to drop in and
get some work done. Student Support
Specialists will be available there to assist with
resumes, cover letters, and applications. Don't
be a stranger- stop by to say hi!
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COMMUNITY RESOURCES:
Updated scholarship and financial aid opportunities as well as an array of options for career and technical training.

SCHOLARSHIPS & FINANCIAL AID
The Prison Education Foundation Scholarship:

The Prison Education Foundation offers multiple scholarships to both inmates and exprisoners. The number of scholarships available is based on the availability of donor
funding. Preference is given to those who successfully earned their GED while
incarcerated and those willing and able to pay part of the net cost of their tuition.
Award amount varies. Deadlines vary. Contact your case manager to be sent an
application.

Prison Scholar Fund:

The Prison Scholar Fund provides a scholarship-type source of funding for inmates who
are currently serving time for a conviction. This scholarship isn’t available to those who
have been released from prison, and those who have less than six months remaining on
their sentences are unlikely to receive funding approval. If you’re interested in
checking out the application instructions and eligibility criteria, get in touch with your
case manager.

Other Helpful Websites to Check for Scholarships:

www.Scholarships.com: The free scholarship search is one of the most established and
robust, tracking a reported $19 billion in scholarships. After you fill out the profile, the
site will generate a list of scholarships best suited to you.
www.FastWeb.com: Fastweb is also a free scholarship search engine that claims to
have more than 1.5 million scholarships in its database. Like scholarships.com, the site
will find scholarships in its database and email you matches, deadlines and newsletters.
www.Chegg.com: Chegg is a textbook website that has a scholarship search function,
offering more than 25,000 scholarships. The site also offers online tutors to help
students with their scholarship essays.
www.Cappex.com: Cappex allows students to search both schools and scholarships,
with a database of more than $11 billion in scholarships. A proprietary calculator also
allows students to gauge their chances of getting into prospective schools with usergenerated data.
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COMMUNITY RESOURCES:
Updated scholarship and financial aid opportunities as well as an array of options for career and technical training.

CAREER & TECHNICAL TRAINING OPTIONS
Pre-Apprenticeships and Apprenticeships:

Usually offered through trade unions, apprenticeships pay you a salary while you learn a
specific trade or profession. Apprenticeships allow you to gain knowledge and hands-on
experience in your chosen field, under the guidance of more experienced employees and
experts. Pre-Apprenticeship programs allow students to learn ABE, ASE, or english literacy
skills in order to prepare for apprenticeships. For more information on apprenticeships, visit:
www.apprenticeship.gov/
U.S. Department of Labor’s Office of Apprenticeship:
www.dol.gov/agencies/eta/apprenticeship
Second Chance apprenticeship and pre-apprenticeships:
www.secondchancejobs.org

Internships:

Internships are fantastic opportunities for students to gain hands-on experience in their
desired field. If you want to work at a particular organization or company, obtaining an
internship there can be a fantastic way to make connections and secure a future job offer. To
find internships, be sure to check out job boards, online ads, or internship websites like
InternJobs.com or Idealist.org.

Job Corps:

Job Corps offers people aged 16-24 free education and training while being paid a monthly
allowance. The Rhode Island Job Corps offers programs in welding, patient care technicians
and culinary arts, as well as educational programs for earning one’s High School Diploma.
Classes are also offered for math, reading, driver’s education, english language learning,
personal career development, and fundamental employment skills. To learn more about Job
Corps, interested students should:
Visit www.Exeter.JobCorps.gov or call the Exeter office at 800-733-JOBS.

Vocational Rehabilitation:

Vocational rehabilitation programs help people with physical or mental disabilities to prepare
for, obtain, retain or regain employment. Services offered by these programs include
counseling, job training, health-care services, and more. For more information and current
openings, students should visit:
www.ors.ri.gov/programs/vocational-rehabilitation-program.
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THANK YOU TO OUR SUPPORTERS!

... AND READERS LIKE YOU!

PAGE 20
www.ReentryCampusProgram.org

~

(401) 537-7919

~

500 Broad St, Unit 1C, Providence, RI 02907

